
Pre-Laureate MLA Style 6-Point Rubric 
 
 
Student Name: ______________________________________________  Date: ___________________ 
 
Research Topic: _________________________________________________   Points: __________/30 pts 
 
Comments: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

     
  6 Points 5 Points 4 Points 3 Points 2 Points 1 Points 

Focus 

  Effective, well-

developed 
composition that 
fulfills the 
assigned 
purpose/prompt  
  Uses specific 

and relevant 
details to 
enhance ideas  
  Main idea and 

elaboration are 
complete and 
insightful  
  Demonstrates 

exceptional 
analytical 
thinking  

  Well-

developed 
composition that 
fulfills the 
assigned 
purpose/prompt  
  Uses specific 

and relevant 
details to 
develop ideas  
  Main idea and 

elaboration are 
thorough  
  Demonstrates 

sound analytical 
thinking  

  Complete 

composition that 
addresses the 
assigned 
purpose/prompt  
  Uses details to 

develop ideas  
  Main idea and 

elaboration may 
be uneven and 
may contain 
extraneous 
information  
  Demonstrates 

adequate 
analytical 
thinking  

  Oversimplified 

or incomplete 
composition that 
addresses the 
assigned 
purpose/prompt  
  Uses some 

details in an 
attempt to 
develop ideas  
  Main idea is 

incomplete or 
unclear  
  Demonstrates 

uneven analytical 
thinking  

  Simple or 

incomplete 
composition that 
attempts to 
address the 
assigned 
purpose/prompt  
  Uses few 

details in an 
attempt to 
develop ideas  
  Main idea is 

incomplete and 
unclear  
  Demonstrates 

poor analytical 
thinking  

  Deficient 

composition that 
attempts to 
address the 
assigned 
purpose/prompt  
  Little or no 

developed ideas  
  Ideas may be 

random, 
confusing, or 
repetitious  
  Demonstrates 

little analytical 
thinking  

Organization 

  Logical, clearly 

focused plan that 
enhances the 
composition’s 
meaning  
  Uses 

sophisticated 
introduction, 
conclusion, and 
transitional 
devices  
  Logical and 

effective 
sequencing  
 

  Logical, 

coherent plan  
  Uses effective 

introduction, 
conclusion, and 
transitional 
devices  
  Logical 

sequencing  

  Establishes 

and maintains 
plan; lapses may 
occur  
  Uses 

appropriate 
introduction, 
conclusion, and 
transitional 
devices  
  Predictable 

sequencing  

  Attempts to 

establish and 
maintain a plan 
but may lack a 
sense of 
wholeness  
  May use 

introduction, 
conclusion, and 
transitional 
devices  
  Lapses evident 

in logical 
sequencing  

  Attempts to 

establish a plan  
  Introduction, 

conclusion, and 
transitional 
devices are 
generally absent  
  Minimal 

evidence of 
logical 
sequencing  

  No plan evident  

  Introduction, 

conclusion, and 
transitional 
devices are 
absent  
  No evidence of 

logical 
sequencing  

Support 

  Substantial, 

specific, and 
concrete 
elaborations  
  Vivid, 

appealing word 
choices  
  Language is 

sophisticated, 
purposeful, and 
natural  
  Distinctive 

voice; 
demonstrates an 
interactive 
attention to 
audience  
 

  Ample and 

thoughtful 
elaborations  
  Precise word 

choices  
  Language is 

effective and 
purposeful  
  Consistent 

voice; 
demonstrates a 
detailed 
attention to 
audience  

  Elaborations 

unevenly 
developed but at 
least one key 
idea is 
adequately 
supported  
  Pedestrian 

word choices  
  Language is 

appropriate and 
familiar  
  Inconsistent 

voice; 
demonstrates 
attention to 
audience  

  Examples 

listed but lack 
thoughtful 
elaborations  
  Basic or 

predictable word 
choices  
  Language is 

familiar with 
some lapses in 
communication  
  Indistinct 

voice; 
demonstrates 
some attention 
to audience  

  Erratic and 

nonspecific 
development; 
details may be 
repeated  
  Limited or 

immature word 
choices  
  Language is 

vague and may 
be redundant  
  Minimal voice; 

demonstrates 
limited attention 
to audience  

  Little, if any, 

details provided  
  Immature word 

choices  
  Language is 

inaccurate and 
confusing  
  No voice; 

demonstrates 
little attention to 
audience  



Conventions 

  Sentences are 

purposeful and 
make meaning 
clear  
  Sentences 

demonstrate 
cadence and a 
variety of 
lengths and 

structures  
  Few errors, if 

any, in grammar, 
usage, spelling, 
and punctuation  
  Errors do not 

interfere with 
meaning  

  Sentences are 

purposeful and 
provide clarity  
  Sentences 

vary in length 
and structure  
  Few errors in 

grammar, usage, 
spelling, and 
punctuation  
  Errors do not 

interfere with 
meaning  

  Sentences are 

grammatically 
correct  
  Some variation 

in sentence 
length and 
structure  
  May have 

some errors in 
grammar, usage, 
spelling, and/or 
punctuation  
  Few errors 

interfere with 
meaning  

  Sentences may 

be uneven and 
have 
grammatical 
lapses  
  Little variation 

in sentence 
length and 
structure  
  May have 

many errors in 
grammar, usage, 
spelling, and/or 
punctuation  
  Few errors 

interfere with 
meaning  

  Sentences may 

be incomplete or 
fragmented  
  Sentence 

structure is 
awkward or 
simplistic  
  May have 

conspicuous 
errors in 
grammar, usage, 
spelling, and/or 
punctuation  
  Errors may 

interfere with 
meaning  

  Sentences may 

be cumbersome 
and fragmented 
with no variety in 
sentence 
structure  
  Sentence 

structure is 
awkward or very 

simplistic  
  May be riddled 

with errors in 
grammar, usage, 
spelling, and/or 
punctuation  
  Errors may 

interfere with 
meaning  

MLA  

Sources 
(Content) 

All sources used 
for quotes and 
facts are credible 
and cited 
correctly. 
 

All sources used 
for quotes and 
facts are credible 
and most are 
cited correctly. 
 

The majority of 
sources used for 
quotes and facts 
are credible and 
cited correctly. 

Half of the 
sources used for 
quotes and facts 
are credible and 
cited correctly. 

Less than half of 
the sources used 
for quotes and 
facts are credible 
and cited 
correctly. 

The majority of 
sources used for 
quotes and facts 
are less than 
credible (suspect) 
and/or are not 
cited correctly. 

 
*An Unscorable essay (0 Points) is either completely unrelated to the purpose/prompt, is incomprehensible, contains 
an insufficient amount of writing or is written in a foreign language. 


